
Site 15 Washout (Jun-02-2022)

Example of a Sonotube (Jun-15-2022)

HIGHWAY 8
INFORMATION & UPDATES
Infrastructure update prepared for residents
For the week of July 31, 2022

Progress Report

Featured Site: Site 15 (9.1km east of Spences Bridge)
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Temporary repairs on Highway 8 have been completed at 18 locations. Construction is in progress on another 2,
and work is being planned for the near future at the 5 remaining sites. Thank you for your patience as our crews
work as quickly and safely as possible.

The spring freshet (the annual melt of ice and snow) has now passed its most intense period, and flows have
decreased to a level where crews can safely resume work in or adjacent to the water. The next repair site
scheduled to begin work is Site 15, our featured site for this week's newsletter.

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure publishes these newsletters for residents bi-weekly. 
See digital copies and the latest updates at: gov.bc.ca/highway8recovery
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A 600m stretch of Highway 8 was lost at this location, as
a result of the November 2021 Atmospheric River event.
The Highway 8 team has included resiliency measures,
as well as environmental features, to be part of Site 15's
repairs, which are scheduled to commence soon. 

To protect the highway from future erosion, riprap
armouring will be placed along the shoreline. Riprap is
made up of large rock due to its durability against fast-
flowing waters, but this rock can make it challenging to
re-establish natural vegetation that provides fish and
wildlife habitat along the Nicola River. 

To address this and create a more natural habitat for
plant life, crews are installing  cardboard sonotubes 
 that are later filled with soil and plants. These tubes are
placed in between the rocks and will provide a path for
plant life to absorb water from underneath the riprap
layer. The sonotubes will support plant species such as
willows and cottonwood.

Another environmental feature of Site 15's design is the
inclusion of rock groynes (bars projecting into stream to
direct flows away from the riverbank) with large woody
debris along this section of the Nicola River. Groynes
improve fish habitat by creating refuge areas for fish
with calmer water flow, and they have been effective
improvements in other locations such as Site 4. 

http://gov.bc.ca/highway8recovery


Site 3 Mudslide  (Jul-18-2022)

Highway 8 Team at the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI)

General enquiries: Call 250-378-1452 or 
highway8.information@gov.bc.ca 
Jennifer Fraser, Executive Project Director 
Shawn Clough, Project Director 
Jonathan Melvin, Project Manager 
Dawn Drummond, Director, Indigenous 
Relations, Southern Interior Region 
Brad Bushill, Thompson Nicola District, 
Operations Manager

Directory

#102-1700 Garcia St (Railyard Mall) Merritt, 
B.C. V1K 1B8
Call 1-877-655-0341 or email 
returnhome@merritt.ca

Merritt Support Centre

1-833-376-2452 (daily 7:30am to 5:00pm)
www.emergencyinfobc.gov.bc.ca

Emergency Management BC

forests.cascadesdistrictoffice@gov.bc.ca 
250-378-8400

Ministry of Forests, Cascades District

604-775-5100 (Monday to Friday 8:00am to 
4:30pm) (BC Office)

Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) 

250-377-7188  or 1-866-377-7188
emergency@tnrd.ca

Thompson-Nicola Regional District (TNRD) 
Emergency Operations Centre

Disaster Financial Assistance 
DFA@gov.bc.ca
1-888-257-4777
 https://www2.gov.bc.ca

Canadian Red Cross
1-800-863-6582 (daily 8:00am to 8:00pm)
www.registration.redcross.ca

For general enquiries, please email highway8.information@gov.bc.ca or 
call 250-378-1452. We aim to reply within 24 hours. 
Thank you for your patience.

July 18th Mudslide on Highway 8
In the early hours of July 18th, 2022, a storm system with heavy
precipitation resulted in a mudslide on Highway 8, approximately 31
kilometres west of Merritt. The mudslide occurred between Dot
Ranch Cut-Off Road and Petit Creek, closing the highway in both
directions. No structural damage was caused to the highway.  

We thank all local authorities and workers for their responsiveness
during this event. Please refer to DriveBC for the latest updates
related to this closure.

Slope Stability Risks after Wildfires
Mudslides are more frequent and severe in areas recently impacted
by wildfires. The intense heat from wildfires causes the surrounding
soil to become hydrophobic, thus preventing the soil from absorbing
rainfall. This causes excessive rainfall to concentrate on the surface,
heightening the risk of mudslides adjacent to hillsides.

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI) continues
to monitor the areas that have been impacted by wildfires in recent
years and works closely with other government agencies including
the Ministry of Forests and Emergency Management BC given the
events impact much more than just highways.

Site 3 Hillside  (Jul-18-2022)


