HIGHWAY 8

INFORMATION & UPDATES
Infrastructure update prepared for residents
For the weeks of July 14 to July 24, 2022
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Temporary repairs on Highway 8 have been completed at 18 locations. Construction is in progress on another 2,
and work is being planned for the near future at the 5 remaining sites. Thank you for your patience as our crews
work as quickly and safely as possible.

Rock Sourcing
The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MoTI) continues to clear
and repair the damaged sites along Highway 8 which were impacted by the
extreme weather event in November 2021. To complete Phase 1 (emergency/
construction access), a large amount of rock is required. Being able to access
this rock is an important part of reconnecting and reopening Highway 8.
When MoTI identifies a potential new rock source, the rock is tested for
strength, quality, and other factors to make sure it meets all technical and
environmental standards. Additionally, consultation is undertaken with
Indigenous communities to ensure no areas of cultural or spiritual
significance are impacted. All potential rock sources undergo archaeological
investigations and cultural monitors are on-site during rock sourcing to
identify areas of potential cultural significance to be avoided.

Site 10 Quarry (Jul-2-2022)

Along Highway 8, crews are currently producing rock adjacent to two sites,
Site 10 (14km east of Spences Bridge) and Site 17 (8.3km east of Spences
Bridge). Part of this work requires the use of heavy equipment, drilling, and
blasting. While water levels remain high, crews have been stockpiling the
rock and organizing it by size.
This rock will be used to repair the 5 remaining sites once water flows return
to safe levels. The safety of our crews continues to be MoTI’s top priority.

Site 17 Rock Cut (Jul-5-2022)

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure publishes these newsletters for residents bi-weekly.
See digital copies and the latest updates at: gov.bc.ca/highway8recovery
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Jennifer Fraser, Executive Project Director
Shawn Clough, Project Director
Jonathan Melvin, Project Manager
Dawn Drummond, Director, Indigenous
Relations, Southern Interior Region
Brad Bushill, Thompson Nicola District,
Operations Manager
Site 10 Quarry Wildlife Sweep (Jul-05-2022)

Merritt Support Centre
#102-1700 Garcia St (Railyard Mall) Merritt,
B.C. V1K 1B8
Call 1-877-655-0341 or email
returnhome@merritt.ca
Emergency Management BC
1-833-376-2452 (daily 7:30am to 5:00pm)
www.emergencyinfobc.gov.bc.ca
Ministry of Forests, Cascades District
forests.cascadesdistrictoffice@gov.bc.ca
250-378-8400
Indigenous Services Canada (ISC)
604-775-5100 (Monday to Friday 8:00am to
4:30pm) (BC Office)
Thompson-Nicola Regional District (TNRD)
Emergency Operations Centre
250-377-7188 or 1-866-377-7188
emergency@tnrd.ca

Site 10 Quarry Wildlife Sweep (Jul-05-2022)

Environmental Monitoring
Before crews begin to blast rock, a Qualified Environmental
Professional (QEP) studies the project area to see if there are
any environmental sensitivities, such as wildlife or wildlife
habitats, that should be avoided and protected. If any wildlife
is found, work activities are paused and the QEP determines
the next steps based on Best Management Practices for the
species.
Fish can be especially sensitive to vibration. The Department
of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) outlines vibration thresholds
for construction activities adjacent to water that must be met
in order to avoid impacting migrating fish. Crews are
constantly monitoring these vibration levels at the bank of the
Nicola River at the two locations where rock is being
produced. To date, the vibration levels observed at both
locations have been well below the threshold set out by DFO.

Disaster Financial Assistance
DFA@gov.bc.ca
1-888-257-4777
https://www2.gov.bc.ca
Canadian Red Cross
1-800-863-6582 (daily 8:00am to 8:00pm)
www.registration.redcross.ca
Site 17 Rock Cut Stockpiling (Jul-02-2022)

For general enquiries, please email highway8.information@gov.bc.ca or
call 250-378-1452. We aim to reply within 24 hours.
Thank you for your patience.

