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Infrastructure update prepared for residents
For the week of December 6 to December 12, 2021

The Highway 8 Project Team at the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure (MOTI) is sharing updates about how we are clearing and
repairing the highway as quickly as we can. We're here to give you the
information you need so you can return safely, as soon as it's possible to do so.

MOTI is working in close collaboration with leadership from Cook's Ferry
Indian Band, Shackan Indian Band, Nooaitch Indian Band, Lower Nicola Indian
Band and the Thompson-Nicola Regional District (TNRD). We are also working
with BC Hydro to ensure that as temporary access points are created, these
areas are accessible to restore power. 

We know this is a frustrating and challenging time for everyone along the
Highway 8 corridor. Our team is available to you to answer your questions
throughout this process. We thank you for your patience.

Important resident information
When will Highway 8 reopen?
Highway 8 suffered catastrophic damage in the November floods. It will take
significant time to repair. There is no estimated date for reopening.

How can I access my home along the Highway 8 corridor?
Highway 8 remains closed between Merritt and Spences Bridge. It is unsafe to
attempt to access any site along the Highway 8 corridor by any vehicle until
safe temporary access is created and communicated. FLNRORD is working to
create temporary access to Highway 8 in targeted areas. Do not attempt to
travel until access is confirmed. Evacuation orders remain in place for
properties north of the Nooaitch Indian Band to the east of Spences Bridge.

I am displaced from my home and need help. Who can I call?
Call Emergency Management BC at 1-833-376-2452 (daily 7:30AM to 5:00PM) or
visit www.emergencyinfobc.gov.bc.ca. Displacement, property damage and
other losses are traumatic events. Call 211 to be connected to supports in your
area or visit www.bc.211.ca/flood.

How has MOTI work helped residents this week?
The Highway 8 Team has worked with BC Hydro to restore power to some
homes within the corridor over the last week.
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The Highway 8 Team has started
repairing Curnow Bridge. We are
placing riprap to protect and shore
up the bridge structure to make it
safe for use.

We are establishing construction
access near the N'kwala Recreation
Site and planning work to begin
west of the Skuhun FSR/Highway 8
junction. 

We continue to make progress
constructing emergency and
construction access along
Highway 8. Restoration west of
Merritt is underway.

Work underway  

The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD) is also working to
create access on Skuhun FSR (estimated Dec 15, 2021) and Manning FSR (estimated three weeks).

Construction is dependent on weather conditions. Your Highway 8 Team is working as quickly and safely as we can.
Our teams are briefed on working safely and appropriately instream and near archaeologically and culturally sensitive
sites. 

For general enquiries, please email highway8.information@gov.bc.ca or
call 250-378-1452. We aim to respond within 24 hours. 
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Our team has identified approximately 23 sites of significant damage along
a 45km section of Highway 8. Of these locations, 20 sites are washouts, and
three bridges are damaged. 

Situation overview

There are two types of damage - structural and erosion. Clearing and
repairing sections of Highway 8 will take significant time. Once safe, small
sections of the highway, and detours around it, will be open for residents. 

Rattlesnake Bridge Site 5, 21.1km east of Spences Bridge

Highway closure in effect
Highway 8 remains closed between Merritt and Spences Bridge.
At this time, there is no estimated date for reopening. For the
latest information on highway closures and conditions, visit
DriveBC.  www.tranbc.ca/current-travel-advisories/
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